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Railroad Commission of Texas

Form PS-48 and New Pipeline Construction 

Reporting Updates

August 17, 2021

The meeting will begin shortly.
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Railroad Commission of Texas

Ross Richardson – New Construction Lead

August 2021
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Power Point Presentation

This presentation is available for download 

from the RRC website at 

https://www.rrc.texas.gov/oil-and-

gas/workshops-and-conferences/rrc-regulatory-

webinars/regulatory-webinars-2021-schedule/

https://www.rrc.texas.gov/oil-and-gas/workshops-and-conferences/rrc-regulatory-webinars/regulatory-webinars-2021-schedule/
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What is considered New Construction?

• Replacement of existing pipelines…

• Extensions of existing pipelines…

• Newly Constructed pipeline facilities…

• Relocated Pipeline facilities…
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(a) An operator shall notify the Commission before 

the construction of pipelines and other facilities as 

follows.

• (1) Construction of a new, relocated, or 

replacement pipeline 10 miles or longer (this 

includes LPG, gas distribution and master meter 

systems), an operator shall notify the Commission 

not later than 60 days before construction.

TAC 8.115 (1 of 11)
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TAC 8.115 (2 of 11)

• (2) Except as provided in paragraphs (4) and (5) 

of this subsection, for construction of a new, 

relocated, or replacement pipeline at least 1-mile 

in length but less than 10-miles, an operator shall 

notify the Commission no later than 30 days 

before construction.
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TAC 8.115 (3 of 11)

• (3) Installation of permanent breakout tanks, an 

operator shall notify the Commission 30 days 

before installation. For installation of mobile, 

temporary, or prefabricated breakout tanks, an 

operator shall notify the Commission upon placing 

the mobile, temporary, or prefabricated breakout 

tank in service.
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TAC 8.115 (4 of 11)

• (4) For relocated/replacement construction on 

LPG, natural gas, or master meter systems less 

than 3-miles in length, no construction notification 

is required. For relocated or replacement 

construction on LPG, gas distribution, or master 

meter systems at least 3-miles in length but less 

than 10-miles in length, an operator shall either:
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TAC 8.115 (5 of 11)

- (A) File a Form PS-48 no later than 30 days 

before construction begins; or

- (B) provide the Commission with a monthly report 

that reflects all known projects planned to be 

completed in the following 12 months, all projects 

that are currently in construction, and all projects 

completed since the prior monthly report. The 

report should provide the status of each project, 

the city and county of each project, a description of 

each project, and the estimated starting and 

ending date.
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TAC 8.115 (6 of 11)

• (5) For the construction of a new LPG distribution 

system, natural gas distribution system, or master 

meter system less than 10-miles in length in a new 

subdivision or that results in a new distribution 

system ID, an operator shall either:
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TAC 8.115 (7 of 11)

- (A) notify the Commission not later than 30 days 

before construction by filing a Form PS-48 for every 

initial construction; or

- (B) provide to the Commission a monthly report 

that reflects all known projects planned to be 

completed in the following 12 months, all projects 

that are currently in construction and all projects 

completed since the prior monthly report. The report 

should provide the status of each project. the city 

and county of each project, a description of each 

project, and the estimated starting and ending date.
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TAC 8.115 (8 of 11)

• (6) For construction of a sour gas pipeline and/or 

pipeline facilities, as defined in §3.106 of this title 

(relating to Sour Gas Pipeline Facility Construction 

Permit), an operator shall notify the Commission 

not later than 30 days before construction by filing 

Form PS-48 and Form PS-79.
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TAC 8.115 (9 of 11)

• (7) Pipelines subject to §8.110 of this title (relating 

to Gathering Pipelines) are exempt from the 

construction notification requirement.
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TAC 8.115 (10 of 11)

• (b) Any of the notifications required by subsection (a) 

of this section, unless an operator elects to use the 

alternative notification allowed by subsection (a)(4) 

of this section, shall be made by filing with the 

Commission Form PS-48 stating the proposed 

originating and terminating points for the pipeline, 

counties to be traversed, size and type of pipe to be 

used, type of service, design pressure, and length of 

the proposed line. 
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TAC 8.115 (11 of 11)

• (b) continued…

If a notification is not feasible because of an 

emergency, an operator must notify the 

Commission as soon as practicable. A Form PS-48 

that has been filed with the Commission shall 

expire if construction is not commenced within 

eight months of date the report is filed. An operator 

may submit one extension, which will keep the 

report active for an additional six months. After one 

extension, Form PS-48 will expire.
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Questions ???

• Questions over TAC 8.115? 
– Please type your Questions in the Q&A section of 

the webinar. 

– Please keep in mind that we may not be able to 
answer all questions at this time but please feel 
free to reach out to my below listed points of 
contact to get your questions or concerns 
addressed.

Direct Phone: (512)436-5308

or

ross.richardson@rrc.texas.gov
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Reporting Requirements

– What is a PS-48?

– Where do I find the PS-48?

– How do I fill out the PS-48?

– What is required on a PS-48?

– What are the code requirements of a PS-48?
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What is the PS-48 Form?

• PS-48 New Construction Commencement Report

• Required by TAC 8.115

• The PS-48 Form is a notification to the RRC that the 

Operator is planning to construct a new, 

replacement or relocated pipeline system in the 

State of Texas…
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Where do I find the PS-48 Form? (1 of 4)

– RRC Website 

– Pipeline Safety

– Pipeline Safety Forms

– PS-48 – New Construction Report

• https://www.rrc.texas.gov/pipeline-safety/pipeline-

safety-forms/
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Where do I find the PS-48 Form? (2 of 4)
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Where do I find the PS-48 Form? (3 of 4)
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Where do I find the PS-48 Form? (4 of 4)
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PS-48 Form (1 of 4)
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PS-48 Form (2 of 4)
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PS-48 Form (3 of 4)
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PS-48 Form (4 of 4) 
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Where do I send the completed PS-48?

• Email completed PS-48 Form to:  
pops@rrc.texas.gov

OR

• Return completed form to:

Railroad Commission of Texas Safety Department, 

Pipeline Permitting Section

PO Box 12967

Austin, TX 78711-2967
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Updating the PS-48

• If the project scope or details change you 

must send an updated PS-48 to reflect the 

project specifications…
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Questions ???

• Questions over PS-48? 
– Please type your Questions in the Q&A section of 

the webinar. 

– Please keep in mind that we may not be able to 
answer all questions at this time but please feel 
free to reach out to my below listed points of 
contact to get your questions or concerns 
addressed.

Direct Phone: (512)436-5308

or

ross.richardson@rrc.texas.gov
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What construction projects can be inspected?

Any jurisdictional regulated pipelines installed in the 
State of Texas…

• Master Meters

• Natural Gas & LPG Distribution

• Gas Transmission & Gathering

• Liquid Transmission & Gathering
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What to expect during a NC Inspection?

New construction Inspections consist of the 
following:

• Pre-inspection/scheduling and project scope 
review

• Procedures and records review

• Field inspection 

• Executive closing meeting w/RRC and 
Operator personnel
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What documents are utilized for NC IP’s? 

• RRC New Construction Checklist

– Distribution, Gas Transmission/Gathering and Liquids 

Transmission/Gathering

• RRC Executive Closing Form

• PS-74 Database Change Form if applicable 
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What information is needed for inspection?

All construction related information!!!

• Construction procedures

• Construction records 

• Personnel qualifications 

• Etc…
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Questions ???

• Questions over NC Inspections? 
– Please type your Questions in the Q&A section of 

the webinar. 

– Please keep in mind that we may not be able to 
answer all questions at this time but please feel 
free to reach out to my below listed points of 
contact to get your questions or concerns 
addressed.

Direct Phone: (512)436-5308

or

ross.richardson@rrc.texas.gov



Railroad Commission of Texas | June 27, 2016 (Change Date In First Master Slide)

Code for Reporting Construction Projects

Federal Pipeline Safety Regulations:

• 49 CFR 191.22(c) for Gas Pipelines

• 49 CFR 195.64(c) for Liquid Pipelines

Texas Pipeline Safety Regulations:

• 16 TAC 8.115 

• 16 TAC 3.36 and 16 TAC 3.106(b)(1)(C) for H2S 

Pipelines 
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Common NC Issues

• Common New Construction Inspection 
Issues:

– Not filing a new construction commencement 
report according to TAC 8.115…

– Failure to follow construction procedures…

– Missing or inadequate construction records…

– Fusion/ Welding qualifications missing or 
inadequate…

– Miscommunication between Operator 
personnel and contractors…
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Why the importance on NC?

SAFETY, SAFETY, and yes SAFETY!

It all starts with the construction of the pipeline 

facilities…
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• RRC/PHMSA NC Team is meeting on a quarterly 

basis to discuss New Construction activities… 

• Team discussions include on-going/upcoming 

State and Federal jurisdictional pipeline projects, 

Operator jurisdictional filing issues 

w/RRC/PHMSA and other discussion items…

• Also, during Team meetings RRC/PHMSA 

discuss LNG inspections and projects…

RRC/PHMSA New Construction Team
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Questions or Concerns???

New Construction Lead 

Ross Richardson 

Direct Number: 512-436-5308

Email: ross.richardson@rrc.texas.gov
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RRC Contact Information

Railroad Commission of Texas

Oversight and Safety Division

Pipeline Safety Department

1701 N. Congress Ave. 

P.O. Box 12967

Austin, TX

78711-2967

Phone: 512-463-7058
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Evaluation & Archive Video

Evaluation

• Please complete the evaluation available 

on the RRC website at 

https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/6403402/2

021-RRC-Regulatory-Webinars-Oil-Gas-

and-Pipeline-Safety-Evaluation

Archive Video

• A link to the archive video of the webcast 

will be available on the same webpage as 

the presentation.

https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/6403402/2021-RRC-Regulatory-Webinars-Oil-Gas-and-Pipeline-Safety-Evaluation

